



30th January 2024


[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents and Carers,
Re. Attendance texts
Many families will have received a text thanking them for 100% attendance during a week.  This is something we have been asked to do by the local attendance service as a result of guidance from the Department of Education.
We have had feedback from some parents that they have found the texts patronising.  I agree, the texts are a little patronising, particularly for the vast majority of parents who ensure their children attend school regularly and on time.  However, we have around fifty families whose children miss a significant amount of school, even accounting for medical appointments and serious illness.
School attendance has dipped both nationally and at St. Saviour’s since the pandemic so we are trying anything we can to encourage families to send their children in to school.  The three issues at St. Saviour’s are lateness, term-time holiday and absences for minor ailments.  Thanks to you, our attendance is slightly better than comparable schools.  
I recognise that it is sensible to keep children off school when they are seriously unwell or have something very contagious like norovirus.  If your child is ‘borderline’, send them in, let us know and we will send them home if they present as too ill to be in school.  


Yours sincerely


Nick Bonell
